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lies' of childhood are due to exuberant imagination, coupled
with the inability to distinguish clearly between the worlds
of fantasy and reality; and the same explanation may justly
be fitted to the untruths told by the adolescent, who is living
in a state of perpetual day-dreaming. Morbid lying is always
due to endopsychic conflict, and its form usually gives a clue
to the nature of the repressed complexes. Thus dramatic
lies, designed to produce a striking effect and magnify the
importance of the individual, are an expression of a thwarted
self-assertive instinct. Such liars really believe their lies, and,
in the frequent telling of them, realize their unconscious
wishes.1
No authorities of educational institutions escape having to
deal, at one rime or another, with cases of theft, and they are
always tempted to purge the atmosphere of the school-society
by getting rid of the offender. But can a conscientious
educator ever be satisfied with a course that sends a badly
adjusted individual into the world, unreformed and uncured?
Stealings when it is for a more or less conscious object, is, of
course, the acquisitive instinct in action. We can realize how
difficult it is absolutely to sublimate this instinct when we
reflect that otherwise highly moral people think it no crime
to keep borrowed books, to defraud railway companies, and
to dodge income-tax. Stealing, however, is frequently more
than mere acquisition, being due perhaps to unconscious
attitudes of rebellion toward parents transferred to society in
general, perhaps to a repression of the sex-instinct. Many
stolen articles have, for the offender, a symbolic sexual signifi-
cance which can be discovered only by psycho-analysis. In
general, it seems true to say that acquisition comes on the
scene in place of other instincts that are thwarted. Why
should this be so? Dr Burt suggests that it is because the
thwarted impulses cannot find their objects, and acquisition
is the equipment Nature has given us for procuring what we
need but have not got. Remembering that the instincts are
not separate mechanisms in the mind, but branches from a
common stem of horme^ we can readily believe that there is a
1 Cf. the immortal Mrs Gamp in Martin